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GT Lin

is fun

and frugal

The GT Line
Mégane range
is as fun to
drive as its

more expensive
RS derivatives

THE GOODD:

s Sporty and comfortable at
the same time
14TCe engine performs well
under heawvy load
Lots of standard Features

enault South Africa in-
troduced its new Mégane
GT Line range Lo the me
dia last weekend. The GT
Line is set to build on the success
of Renault's popular RS models
by offering consumers sporty
dynamics without compromising
an comfort and affordability
“The unprecedented success
of the thrilling new Mégane RS
points to a healthy market ‘_U'
sporty versions of our models
said Renault SA managing d rec-
tor ¥avier Gobille, “Therefore, the
launch of the GT Line exp
this sporting character and
onstrates that dr Ving ENjoyvment
can be affordable
The GT Line range comprises a
Aue door hatch and a three door
coupe, which have been given a
thorough once over by Renault's
RS Division. Externally, the GT
Line is differentiated from the
rest of the Mégane range by a
news burmper design that incorpo-
rates a revised central air intake
and gloss black centre section -
similar to the Mégane RS. Further
individual touches on the GT Line
range include front fog lamps and
anthracite wing mirror housings.
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dem

W'Sﬁ}ﬂmm
3ve incorporated an aero-

dynamic diffuser in the lower half
of the bumper to emphasise the
GT Line's sporting character.

lﬂ-lnch wheels are not avail-

able as an option
Thirsty when driven hard
No diesel engines available

yet

Interior updates also bring the
GT Ling closer to the look anc
feel of the company's hardcore
RS models. Renault has opted
use the same front seat desien
as Featured in the Mégane RS to
prowide drivers with more lateral
support. While the seats are
slightly Rrm, it's nowhere near
un omfortable or cramped
y enhancements
ion of RS-style
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To provide a sporty driving
experience, Renault's RS &ng
neers Atted a sports chassis
to the hatch, which wa
able on coupe models only

Line hacch is

This

means that the GT

1,

specihcation model it is based on

m lower than the Dyr .n"fur.;un
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sriffier SOrings and dampers all
Found, along with a lower front

roll centre height for more precise

handiing

The front suspension features
a MacPherson type set-up that
is coupled to what Renault calls
a*horned” subframe. According
to the manufacturer, this set-up
has been engineered to provide
improved directional precision
by restricting the lateral move-
ment of the engine sub-frame in

elation to the bady of the vehicle
when siastically
The rear sSUSPENSION COMPriSe:
a programmed-defiection fe
beam that is lighter and more
compact than a convent
multi-arm setup The
of 17-inch altoy wheels ar I.'I wid
section tyres enhance the GT
Line's I'D&I_'I-“""Ul"a capabilities
Renault has opted Lo make
use of its Fantastic TCe (Tu
Control efficiency) enging in the
T Line range. i a*:;-’ ”; 1397cc
the engine produces 96k of
power at 5500rpm and
190Mm of torque from 2 prm
The tuning of the engine, comn
bined with the six speed manua
transmission, ensures Lhat the
Line is as fun to drve as it
hig brother
It's not as smooth as Volkswa-
gen's small capacity turbocharged
engines, but
its power delivery. There's z
of turbo lag though, espe
the higher gears, which m
that drivers should be prepared to
drop & gear or two when overtak-
ing slower moving vehicles
In terms of specification, the
GT Line range is packed to the
rafters with goodies and gadgets
These include an integrated Car-
minat TomTom navigation system,
cruise control with speed limiter,
dual-zone climate control and an
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vieh with a compreher
sive hue-year/150000km war
ranty and fve-year/100 000k
Service plan

It's Fun, Fast enough, and frugal

enough to ) satisfy a wide range
of wants and needs, and allows
individuals to experience a lickle
bit of Renault's RS Aair in a more
practical package

Pritesh Ruchun




